
Summer Term 2020 

Friday 19th June 

Dear Parents/Carers   

I hope you have all had an opportunity to read the letter from Devon’s Head of Education 

and Learning, Dawn Stabb, in which she explains how schools have responded to 

phased re opening and the challenges currently faced in welcoming back more pupils. I 

would like to stress that Dawn’s letter relates to arrangements for up to the end of the 

Summer Term and not beyond because this is still unknown at this stage.  

We have been delighted to welcome children back into Nursery, Reception, Yr. 1 and 6. 

We are very impressed with how quickly children have adjusted to all the restrictions 

and changes in school.  

The national government requirements of organising small groups of children into  

bubbles has meant that we have limited capacity to admit all children. Demand for places 

in the key worker hub and the above year groups has been increasing. As a result you 

need to be aware that due to staffing and accommodation constraints, we may not be 

able to offer places to every child who wants one in the Summer Term. However, we are 

operating a waiting list to those year groups that are full and in the event that the  

situation or guidance changes we will admit more children.  
 

Regarding Autumn Term 2020, we are still awaiting more information and guidance from 

Government and the DfE regarding the new academic year.  

We hope this will allow us to open to more or all children. All of these decisions depend 

on whether lockdown continues to be eased and social distancing is relaxed as the virus 

outbreak diminishes. 

I appreciate that this is very worrying and uncertain for you all but as soon as we know 

more we will inform you of our plans.  

Mrs Martyn 

Parental guidance on leaving children unattended. 

There is no law about when you can leave your child on their own, but it is an offence to 
leave them alone if it places them at risk. As parents, you should use your judgement on 
how mature your child is before you decide to leave them at home. Read the government 
advice on the law on leaving children unattended. 
 
It is important to be aware that you can be prosecuted if you leave a child alone ‘in a 

manner likely to cause unnecessary suffering or injury to health’. If you are at all unsure, 

the National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC) recommends that 

children under 12 are rarely mature enough to be left alone for a long period of time,  

under 16 should not be left alone overnight and babies, toddlers and very young children 

should never be left alone. 

https://www.gov.uk/law-on-leaving-your-child-home-alone
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Good News 

The Government has agreed to keep providing free school meal vouchers for children to 

low-income families over the summer holidays, after a successful campaign spear 

headed by Manchester United and England footballer Marcus Rashford. 
 

We will be contacting all eligible families regarding this scheme and how to access it 

over the next weeks. 

You will have recently been sent a registration code for our new meal ordering system 

Parentpay, if you have not already registered then you will need to do so as soon as you 

can. This will enable you to pay for and pre-order your child’s  school meals at home. 

This new system has replaced Feeding Hungry Minds. 

What does ParentPay do? 

 enables you to pay for school meals. 

 offers a highly secure payment site. 

 gives you a history of all the payments you have made. 

 allows you to create a single account login across all your children that attend a 
ParentPay school. 

 shows you all items available for payment relevant to each of your children. 

 emails a receipt of your payment to the email address you register. 

 offers you the ability to set automated email/SMS payment reminders. 

 

How do you get started? 

We will send you an activation letter containing your activation details to enable you to 

set up your ParentPay account.  

If you have more than one child at a ParentPay school/s you can add them to a single  

account, providing one login for all children at ParentPay schools. 

For more information and help please go to www.parentpay.com  

School uniform orders 

If you require school uniform for the Autumn term please could we ask that all parents/

carers order via Schoolcomms by no later than Friday 3rd July. We will do our best to 

get all orders ready for collection before then end of the Summer term.  

Please do not try to collect your uniform until you have received confirmation. 

Thank you. 
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